Membership Report for VHS Wednesday August 15, 2024 Board Meeting 

Monday July 1, 2024 was the last rehearsal that our director Tom Rafferty attended. Tom looked very frail and was using a walker that night. That week Tom entered the emergency at Sherman Oaks Hospital. He was very dehydrated. Tom was admitted, and after extensive testing it was determined that Tom had stage 4 Colon Cancer. Tom then entered the intensive care unit. By that time the cancer has spread throughout his body. Little did our chorus members know that July 1st would be the last time we would see Tom. Tom passed away on Wednesday July 31, 2024. That was my Granddaughter’s 20 Birthday. May Tom rest in peace until he reaches Heaven; Then what a celebration he will have with more than 35 past chorus members who have left this world in the past 22 years. Starting with Owen Edwards on September 23, 2002. Tom was one of the most compassionate people I have ever met. 
He loved Barbershop music; But most of all he loved his chorus men and women.
Tom will be dearly missed.

Next Tuesday August 20, 2024 will be Tom’s Service at 12:00 noon at Forest Lawn Hollywood Hills Memorial Park. It will be held in the Chapel just below the Hall of Liberty followed by his funeral.

Our Associate director Jeffery Bunch did not realize that he would for wearing the shoes of interim director from July 8th on. Jeffery is doing a wonderful job under the circumstances. As Board and Section leaders we need the give Jeffery 100% of our support by encouraging our members to diligently listen to their learning tapes during the week, so they will come to rehearsal prepared to work on all the show songs. They are all listed in What to Practice on our website.

Casey Pennuto has returned from Seattle. 
Jesse has not retuned my email.
Kirk Prather is finally back on our Account Roster with the BHS. His dues are all squared away.

Kathy Kileen, Laura Pallas, and Ed Schackman send our chorus members their deepest sympathy on the passing of Tom Raffety.

Ben Marder, MVP, VHS 8-13-24






